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women hauling tree limbs for use as chalet firewood.
weather, or huddled together for warmth in
stormy conditions. Otto, a stocky, barrel-chested
sturdy fellow would peel strips of bacon off a
slab with his jackknife and eat them cold. After
lunch he spent the rest of the day teaching us
downhill skiing and the telemark turns that the
Austrian Lroopers, carrying heavy packs, used
during the war. Otto Heidinger carved the most
peautiful telemarks you ever saw.
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Years later, according to Gerry, he and his
buddies took bushwhacking to a new level with
the purchase of a portable Swedish tow. This
gas-powered engine was light enough that four or
five skiers could haul it up any hill ona toboggan,
atlach pulleys to upper and lower trees, fence
posts, farm implements or whatever was handy,
atlach the 100-yard rope and voila — inst
hill. Gerry Stransky and his die-hard cohorts had
a good dozen years of skiing under their belts
before they came down out of the wilderness
and joined the Roald Amundsen SKi Club in 1946.
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Of course, there were half a do
he might have chosen and it is in the story
E these that our skiing heritage resides. Here are
~ Sketches of all.
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= Splorer, was by my research the first ski club in
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